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sn .9/1W827 BEST MAILABLE COPY 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-8, 10, 12-64 stand in the application, with claims 1, 3-5, 7, 10, 
12-20, 22 having been amended and claims 24 to 64 added. 

Claims 9 and 11 have been cancelled without prejudice. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The finding by the Office that claims 4 to 6 and 23 would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form is gratefully acknowledged. Those claims have 
accordingly been rewritten in independent form as claims 24 to 27 including all of 
the limitations of the base claims and any intervening claims. 

In addition, new claim 28 adding a dependent feature to claim 27 has 

been added. 

It will be appreciated that a security interest document by definition 
relates to a property being used as security or collateral. Accordingly, a transaction 
involving a security interest document must relate to a property unit For clarity on 
this point however, in claim 24 (i.e. old claim 4 as re-written in independent 
format), references to the underlying property unit have been added. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 4 was also objected to as informal because the phrase "security 
document interest" was inconsistent with the phrase "security interest document". 
Claim 4 has been amended to make the correction as requested. New claim 24 also 
incorporates the correct language. 

Drawings 
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An objection was made to Figure 1 in that the text description of block 
34 reads "Escrow The Agent Computer" rather than "escrow/ title agent computer" 
referred to in the text. In the enclosed proposed drawing correction, it is proposed to 
replace the text in block 34 of Figure 1 with the phrase "Escrow/Title Agent 
Computer". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The Office objected to claims 1, 13 and 14 as allegedly being anticipated 
by Aleia et at U.S. Patent No, 5,991,733 ("Aleia"). These objections are respectfully 
traversed for the reasons set out below. 

General 



An appreciation of the following two points is necessary. 

2. Multiple Service Providers Entering Data into Central Repository 

In one embodiment of the invention disclosed in the present 
application, an important aspect is that the central repository or database be 
atitomatically accessible to multiple service providers involved in the recovery 
process. This allows relevant information, including instructions, to be 
communicated, not only from the database to multiple service providers, but from 
the multiple service providers to the central database. That is, the multiple service 
providers can up-date the information stored in the database. 

This feature in a transaction processing system reduces or eliminates 
the need for a human operator: 

_ to manually or individually receive or handle reports or other information from 
a service provider; 

to make a decision as to, or a selection of, what information (if any) to enter or 
copy into the central database; and, 
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to then take the necessary steps to enter or copy the selected information (if any) 
into the central database. 

Such human participation can be problematic because relevant information may be 
delayed in being, or entirely neglected to be, incorporated into the database or may be 
copied or transcribed incompletely or incorrectly into the database, whereby such 
information may be lost (in a best case), or even misleading (in a worst case), to 
downstream service providers or others obtaining information from the database. 
This could at least lead to inefficiencies in the recovery process, if not costly errors or 
losses. In addition, of course, such human participation involves the additional 
costs associated with the use of human operators. 

In complete contrast, in this aspect of the invention disclosed, the 
service providers enter up-dating information into the central database which is 
thereafter accurately available to others receiving information from or accessing the 
central database, including other service providers. 

This feature allowing multiple service providers to enter information 
into the central database becomes particularly useful in the context of the processing 
of transactions associated with property units. Such transactions may frequently 
involve numerous service providers. For example, consider the simple and 
common situation of an unpaid debt on a new car loan secured by a chattel 
mortgage on the car. Recovery of this debt may involve service providers such as: 

• skip tracers (possibly in different jurisdictions) to locate an absconded debtor, 

• a private investigator to monitor die debtor's activities when he is located, 

• the police to receive any required seizure notices and possibly to be available to 
keep the peace, 

• a recovery agent to reposse$5S the car when located, 

• an appraiser to assess the value of the car when repossessed, 

• a sales agent to sell the car for the maximum amount reasonably possible, 

• a collection agent to attempt to recover any deficiency balance owed to the 
creditor, 
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. an attorney to sue the debtor to attempt to recover any deficiency balance owed 
to the creditor, 

- bailiffs (possibly in different jurisdictions) to seize further assets of the debtor 

pursuant to a judgment which may be obtained against the debtor, and 
• further appraisers and sales agents to sell such additional seized assets. 

In view of the potential significant number of service providers participating in a 
transaction involving a property unit, it becomes highly advantageous to provide 
such service providers with the ability to up-date the transaction information in the 
central database to accurately indicate the current status of the transaction, all for the 
efficient and effective collection of the debt. 

This feature is not disclosed in any of the cited prior art. 

To emphasize the above point, claims 1 and 13 have been amended to 
indicate that it is the coordination of communications with multiple service 
providers in response to the transaction information in the central database but 
with the transaction being updated by the sprvice providers to indicate the current 
status of the transaction. 

2. Recovery of a Property Unit 

It is stated on p.4 of the official action (re claim 3) that it would have 
been obvious to "include transactions for the financing of a property unit instead of 
an insurance premium in view of the suggestion by Aleia et al that g i ber types of 
rPrRivables are applicable to the invention" (underlining added). This statement 
and several others to like effect* appear to suggest that the Office is of the view that a 
property unit is a type of receivable. With respect, this is not the case. A property 
unit is clearly not a receivable. A proper appreciation of the difference is important 
to an understanding of one aspect of the invention. 

The word "receivables" means "amounts of money receivable"; see the 
enclosed extract from Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary: Amounts of 



■.g. p.5 (re claims 7 and 8). p.5 (re claim 9), p.6 (re claim 12), p.6 (re claim 16) 
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money can become receivable pursuant to various legal relationships, such as the 
particular example described in Aleia, namely contracts to pay insurance premiums. 
Another very common way of creating a receivable is to sell goods or services 
pursuant to a contract upon the completion of which a receivable is created. 

A property unit as described in the disclosure is not a receivable and is 
not inherently related to a receivable. Generally, "property" may be considered to be 
"something owned or possessed" or something over which a particular person has 
"the exclusive right to possess, enjoy and dispose of"; again, see the enclosed extract 
from Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary. In the context of one aspect of the 
invention, a property unit would most commonly be a specific item of physical or 
tangible property (e.g. a car, a boat, an airplane, a house). 

As described in the disclosure, in particular types of financial 
transactions, a transaction may be associated with a property unit. This association of 
the transaction with a property unit is there for the protection of the financial 
institution in case the transaction itself goes into default. For example, in a secured 
loan situation, the loan is associated with a certain property unit offered as 
collateral. If the loan goes into default (i.e. there is an outstanding receivable),.!©. 
.AAMrm to havi ng t >,» ri ff ht to <""^ forgivable directly, the lender will have 
certain rights relating to the property unit. For example, the lender may: 

• foreclose against the property unit, i.e. take ownership of the property unit in 
full satisfaction of the outstanding debt; or, 

. may manage and/or sell the property unit and apply the sale proceeds to the 
outstanding loan/receivable. Any excess sale proceeds are returned to the 
debtor and any deficiency in the sale proceeds may be pursued by the lender as 
any other debt. 

Although advantageous to a creditor to ensure repayment or rrdnimize 
loss, the association of a transaction with a property unit tremendously complicates 
the recovery process in case of default and typically adds numerous actions specific 
to the property unit as well as the requirement for effectively managing numerous 
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service providers to undertake the necessary actions. In even the simple example 
referred to above (i.e. the common situation of a new car loan) and in other 
examples set out in the disclosure, the recovery of debt associated with a property 
unit can become very complicated very quickly. Even in the insurance context, 
when the transaction is associated with a property unit (e.g. an insurance claim on a 
damaged or stolen vehicle), a recovery process can become as quickly and as equally 
complicated because of the involvement of multiple service providers (e.g. title 
searchers, claim representatives, adjusters, appraisers, repair shops, storage facilities, 
wreckers, sales agents, police). 

Finally, on this topic, it should be clearly appreciated that the meaning 
of the word "recover" in the context of "recover a receivable" is quite different from 
its meaning in the context of "recover a property unit". In the former, the word 
"recover" simply means that the creditor collects or receives payment of the 
receivable or debt, i.e. the money is paid. In the latter, "recover" means gain 
physical possession of or legal control over the property unit, which is usually one 
or more specific items of physical or tangible property. 

ri pims 1 and 13 

As noted, the Office objected to claims 1 and 13 in view of Aleia. 

Aleia discloses a detailed method and computerized system to allow a 
financial institution to manage its receivables (i.e. collections) in-house. Aleia does 
not teach a system providing automated coordination with multiple service 
providers in which the transaction information in the central repository may be up- 
dated by any external service providers. 

Although Aleia states that "a 'seamless' electronic link is provided 
between internal collection activities and external vendors, including but not 
limited to collection agencies and attorneys" (e.g. c.2, 1.48-51, as well as c.3, 1-67 to c.4, 
1.3), there is no disclosure that any external vendors, including collection agencies or 
attorneys, may up-date the central repository or database. In fact, to the contrary, 
Aleia's further disclosures make it clear that his system in fact contemplates that 
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external vendors, such as collection agencies and attorneys, will nsi up-date the 
central repository or database- 
More specifically, Aleia's system includes a remote site interface 
processing function 14 (Fig. #1L) which provides as set out in Aleia "inquiry 
capability to off-site locations such as collection agencies and attorneys; capability to 
import data from off-site locations to the present invention computerized system 
^H-^" - ^ r? st» Environment" (see c.12, 1.48-51; underlining added). 
Thus, Aleia clearly describes that the in-house collection clerk may receive data or 
reports from outside service providers from which the clerk would have to copy (i.e. 
"cut and paste") such portions of the report as the clerk considered were relevant 
into the central database. There is no mention or suggestion in the description of the 
remote site interface processing means 14 or elsewhere in the Aleia disclosure that 
collection agencies and attorneys could or should up-date the central database 
themselves. 

In addition, Aleia describes (at c.18, 1.61-C.19, 1.28) the process by which 
his system contemplates the communication of information to collection agencies 
or attorneys. At c.19, 1.3, it is stated that "pertinent data [is] fed to the collection 
agency Hrrrr~— "y by fa™™n» ™" fax /modem 1214. Upon assignment of the case 
to the collection agency, documents pertinent to the resolution of the case are copied 
and forwarded 1206 to the collection agency..."; underlining added. Further along at 
c.19, 1.15/ it is stated that "The case summary along with other data pertinent to the 
case can be electronic mailed to the local counsel 1205". And, at c.19, 1.24, it is stated 
that "this portion of the workflow process, among other functions, automates 
farsimile generation 1204, * >Wtrnnic m ailed transmission of predetermined 
collection related data to local counsel 1204..." ; underlining added. There is no 
disclosure in this section of Aleia or elsewhere therein that the communications 
from the central database or in-house collection clerk are other than by facsimile or 
e-mail. In particular, there is no suggestion that any outside service providers may 
themselves up-date information in the central database. 

Former claim 11 included limitations to a method in which a plurality 
of service providers were involved. As noted, claims 1 and 13 have now been 
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amended to add limitations to a recovery process in which multiple service 
providers are involved and in which said service providers up-date the transaction 
information in the database. Such limitations are not disclosed in Aleia and it is 
thus submitted that both claims 1 and 13 as amended are allowable over Aleia. 

In view of the amendments to claim 1, claim 11 has now been 
cancelled without prejudice. 
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Claim 14 

The Office also objected to claim 14 on the basis of Aleia. 

In amended claim 13, a limitation has been included whereby the 
computer executable means includes means to receive reporting information from 
the multiple service providers "electronically over a communication network". As 
that limitation from former claim 14 has now been included in amended claim 13, 
former claim 14 has been cancelled without prejudice. 

As noted above, it is submitted that Aleia does not disclose the 
automatic up-dating of the central database by the multiple services providers. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
Aleia 

The Office objected to claims 3, 7-12,15-18 and 20-21 as allegedly being 
obvious in light of Aleia. These objections are respectfully traversed for the reasons 
set out below. 

As noted above, there is no suggestion, let alone clear teaching, in 
Aleia that Aleia's system may or should be adapted to allow multiple service 
providers to up-date the transaction information in the database. Accordingly, for 
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this reason, in view of the amendments to claims 1 and 13, all of claims 3, 7-12,15-18 
and 20-21 should be allowed. 

The following additional remarks are offered. 

Claim 3 

As noted above, a "property unit" is not a "receivable" and thus Aleia's 
system relating to "receivables" has nothing whatsoever to do with property units 
and it is far from obvious that Aleia could or should be modified to assist in the 
taking of actions specific to property units. The inclusion of a property unit in a 
transaction and the need to take steps in respect thereof complicate the recovery 
process tremendously. Aleia does not even contemplate any of the problems or 
complexities associated with the handling of property units, let alone offer or 
suggest any solution for same. In short, there is no suggestion, let alone clear 
teaching, in Aleia that Aleia's system may or should be used to assist in transactions 
which involve actions to be taken in respect of property units and it is respectfully 
submitted that any objection on this basis be withdrawn. 

New claim 29 (dependent on claim 1) has been inserted to emphasize 
that the recovery process includes one or more actions specific to the property unit- 
Former claim 3 has been modified to be dependent on new claim 29. In view of the 
preceding, it is respectfully submitted that amended claim 3 and new claim 29 are 
allowable* 

Claims 7 and 8 

The same remarks as for claim 3 are applicable to claims 7 and 8. In 
addition, it is again noted that "recovery of a property unit" is completely different 
from "recovery of a receivable". 

Claim 9 
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In view of the addition of limitations to claim 1 as referred to above, 
former claim 9 has been cancelled without prejudice. Aleia does not teach a system 
in which multiple service providers may up-date the transaction information in the 
central repository. 

Claim 10 

It is alleged that Aleia discloses that "at least one agent being provided 
access to a predetermined set of transaction documents from the central repository". 
With respect the passages referred to in the official action on this point (i.e. c.3, 1.67 
to c.4, 1.3; c.4, 1.5-10; c. 7, 1.18-31,41-52; c .l2, 1.41-46) make no such disclosure. 

Claim 11 

It is alleged that Aleia discloses a plurality of agents. With respect, 
Aleia does not disclose, either in die cited passages or elsewhere, a plurality of 
service providers capable of up-dating the central repository. In view of the addition 
of limitations to claim 1 as referred to above and as already noted above, former 
claim 11 has been cancelled without prejudice. 

Qairn 12 

The remarks made above in respect of Claim 3 are applicable to claim 

12. 

Claim 15 

Former claim 15 has been split into a replacement claim 14 (for 
"Internet connection") and an amended claim 15 (for "proprietary connection"). In 
view of the amendments to claim 13, it is submitted that both claims 14 and 15 are 
allowable. 

Claim 16 
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It is alleged that Aleia discloses transaction information having been 
received by an application from a customer profile input module. With respect, the 
passages of Aleia referred to in the official action (i.e. c.7, 1.45-51 and Fig.#lF) make 
no such disclosure. The cited passage refers to the use by Aleia of historical data to 
assist in determining a collection strategy for a current account under collection. 

It is also alleged that Aleia discloses "a recovery module, wherein 
information relating to a recovery of an account is retrieved from the data 
repository and written to the data repository". The cited passage (c.12, L61 to c.13, 
1.47) relates only to the activities of the in-house collection clerk who is operating 
the system. There is no disclosure in this passage, or elsewhere in Aleia, that 
multiple service providers can or should write information to the data repository. 

In addition, the remarks made above in respect of Claim 3 are 
applicable to claim 16. 

Claim 17 

In view of the amendments to claim 13, it is submitted that claim 17 is 

allowable. 
Claim 18 

In view of the amendments to claim 13, it is submitted that claim 18 is 

allowable- 
Claim 20 

It is alleged that Aleia discloses a document module which "retrieves 
on[e] of an image data document and a database driven document from the data 
repository''. With respect, Aleia does not disclose a system in which the relevant 
transaction documents are included with the transaction information stored in the 
database. Aleia states: "Upon assignment of the case to the collection agency, 
documents pertinent to resolution of the case are copied and forwarded 1206 to the 
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collection agency..." (c.19, 1.5-8). As can be seen in Fig.#12, the step of copying and 
forwarding documents 1206 is separate and distinct from the step of feeding data 
electronically 1214. 

In view of the amendments to claim 13, it is submitted that claim 20 is 

allowable. 



Claim 21 

It is alleged that Aleia discloses a payments module "providing at least 
one of payment history and invoice generation relating to the transaction". 
However, with respect, the cited passage (c.13, 1.25-45) in fact does not make such a 
disclosure. 

In view of this fact and the amendments to claim 13, it is submitted 
that claim 21 is allowable. 



Aleia/Taricani 

The Office objected to claim 2 as allegedly being obvious in light of 
Aleia in view of Taricani Jr, U.S. Patent No. 6,016,479 ("Taricani"). This objection is 
respectfully traversed for the reasons set out below. 

Taricani is dated January 18, 2000. Its earliest date of record is February 
10, 1998. Applicant reserves his right to swear behind Taricani. Without prejudice 
to this position, the following observations are offered. 

As noted above, Aleia does not disclose a system in which multiple 
service providers can up-date the transaction information stored in the central 
repository. There is no teaching or suggestion in Taricani that this feature could or 
should be added to the Aleia system. Accordingly, in view of the amendments to 
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claim 1, it is respectfully submitted that the objection to claim 2 on the basis of Aleia 
in view of Taricani be withdrawn. 



Aleia/Peterson 

The Office objected to claims 19 and 22 as allegedly being obvious in 
light of Aleia in view of Peterson et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,903,873 ("Peterson"). These 
objections are respectfully traversed for the reasons set out below. 

Peterson is dated May 11/ 1999. Its earliest date of record is May 31, 1996. 
Applicant reserves his right to swear behind Peterson. Without prejudice to this 
position, the following observations are offered. 

As previously noted, Aleia does not disclose a system in which 
multiple service providers can up-date the transaction information stored in the 
central repository. There is no teaching or suggestion in Peterson that this feature 
could or should be added to the Aleia system. Accordingly, in view of the 
amendments to claim 1, it is respectfully submitted that the objections to claims 19 
and 22 on the basis of Aleia in view of Peterson be withdrawn. 

Additionally, in respect of claim 19, it is submitted that Peterson does 
not disclose a system in which information relating to transactions is 
communicated to a public authority, such as a security interest registration authority 
(e.g. a personal property security registrar), in the manner of one aspect of the 
present invention. Claim 19 has been amended to clarify that the communications 
are with a public authority. For this additional reason, it is respectfully submitted 
that the objection to claim 19 on the basis of Aleia in view of Peterson be 
withdrawn. 

In addition, new claim 45 (dependent on claim 19) adds the further 
limitation that the registration module is operable to receive public information 
associated by the public authority with the transaction and stores same in the central 
data repository. 
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NEW CLAIMS 

No new subject matter has been added in any of the new claims added 
to the application. 

As noted above, new claims 24 to 27 represent a re-writing in 
independent format of old claims 4 to 6 and 23, which the Examiner indicated 
would be allowable. New claim 28 adds a dependent feature to claim 27- 

New claims 29 to 54 have been added to emphasize, or add limitations 
relating to, various dependent features. It is submitted that these claims are 
allowable as all depend from a base claim (i.e. claim 1 or 13 as amended), which it is 
submitted for the reasons set out above is allowable. 

New independent claims 55, 57, 59, 60, 61 and 64 are of scope essentially 
the same as that of independent claims 1 or 13 as amended but claim the invention 
in different formats. The same submissions made in respect of claims 1 and 13 are 
applicable to new claims 55, 57, 59, 60, 61 and 64 and it is thus submitted that for the 
same reasons they all distinguish over the known prior art and are thus allowable. 

New claims 56 (dependent on base claim 55), 58 (dependent on base 
claim 57), 62 (dependent on base claim 61) and 63 (dependent on base claim 61) add 
limitations relating to various dependent features. It is submitted that these claims 
are allowable as they depend from base claims, which as submitted in the preceding 
paragraph are allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the amendments, it is respectfully submitted that all of the 
claims are clearly and patentably distinguishable over all known prior art including 
Aleia and reconsideration and allowance of the application are therefore respectfully 
requested. 
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EXTENSION OF TIME/ADDITONAL FEES 

Enclosed with this response is a request for a 3 month extension of time 
form and our authorization to charge the fees associated with the extension of time 
to our Deposit Account No. 040752. 

Additionally, please charge to our Deposit Account No. 040752 the sum of 
$642 for 41 new claims, including 7 new independent claims in excess of 3 
independent claims, now found in this application. This amount is believed to be 
correct, however any overpayment or deficiency in fees may also be charged to our 
Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted 

Agent on behalf of 
Frank P. Farfan 
Registration No.35,773 
tel: 416-368-8313 
fax: 416-368-1645 
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roStet Sine c!» gas fo a pressure buiUc for expcllmg the conicni* 

P ^ufe^p^4o^ iv onc K?i3 ipr ^ 

J : a device th*t <Stwista of a central hub with radiating blades placed 
and twisted SO that each forniB part of o helical surface and that is used 
to propel a vehicle (as a ship or airplane) 

nrotpend \pro-"pciid\ W ft propenoVre. fr. pro- before + pendi* to hang 
— more at fe>toaot1o&s (\ 5*5) : incum! 



/ used to acpnrat* two or more marks 
and often as a concluding slrokc at 
(he end of an insertion 

£ Lsct farther to the left 

3 sct[ farther to the right 

set ffi or as ligatures as or fl 

Z= strtifihten aligtiil» c, >t 

/f If straighten or align 

X imperfect or broken character 

0 indent or insert em quad space 

<ft besin a new paragraph 

spell out (sc tQjb^ixi five pounds) 

Oy> set in fiapHsJS (CAPITALS) 

SiHVfot S.C< set in small capitals <sM ALL CAPrrxus) 

tc set in ^owercasa (lowercase) 

<tkC set in italic, (itoftc) 

to/tt set In toman (roman) 

bj- set in bo ld fac e (boldface) 

' or -/ or ^ or/J/ hyphen 

^ or£* or/y en dash (1965-72) 

orflyor/M/ em — or long — dash 

V superscript or superior $5as in xf3) 

/\ subscript or inferior (jas in H s O) 

^ or J£ centered ^for a centered dot in i» * 9) 

comma 

^ apostrophe 

O period 

; or }/ semicolon 

I or (0 colon 

^ v or v*C" quotation marks 

C/ ) parentheses 

C^J brackets 

nr/i query to author; has this been set as 
a *f' intended? 

J, orJ„ 1 push down a ^work-up 

. @ 1 turn over an invented letter 

OjL » wrons font ; a character of the w,rong 
J Size or csp. style ~* 

1 The last three symbols arc unlikely to be needed in marking 
proofs of photocom posed matter. 



pro^msc \prfi-'penCi>s\ flcfj tf- propetttux pp. of prppend£rt\ archaic 
(152ft) t leaning or adjoins toward •.disposed 

pro.pemsi.iy \prV , pen(t)-i^e\ M. /»f -ties (1 570) : an often uitente natu- 
ral inclination or preference syn s« u^nimq 

»proiw Wrip-MN ad/pAE propm pioper own, fr Mr. Ir L P«P"i" 
own! (13c) 1 a : refernng to one individual only b ; bclonginB to 
one : owN c : appointed for the liturgy of a particular day d.i repre- 
sented heraldicany in natural color 2 ; bdo«a^g charac^L^Uy to 

a species or individual : PECULIAR 3 cM; dial: HtCOMINO. HANDSOME 
4 rvery good : liXCBLLEKT 5, chltffy Brit : UTTGR. Al»0LyTE 6 
: Strictly limited 10 ft flpeciried thing, place, nr idea <lhe City ~> 7 a 
: Strictly accurate ; CORRSCr b archaic % virtUOUs. RXSPECTABL6 « 

; stricUy decorous i oentgel 8 ; marked by snitabilitv, righuess. or 
anpropriateness; FIT 9 : belnza mathcmaucal subset (m a subgroup) 
that does not contain nil the elements of the inclusive set from which it 
is derived ajBseem— farnp^r-ly fldv— DTOp-er-ness n . 

'proper n (15c) 1 -. the parts oF the Mass that vary according, to the 
Uturmcal calendar 2 : the port of a missal or breviary containing the 
proper of the Mass and the offices proper to the holy day* of the Dtur- 
ftieai year 

proper dd* chiefly dial (i So) : in o thorough manner : completely 

proper adlecrhrc n (1M5) i an adjective that is formed from a proper 
noun and that is usu. canitali2cd in English „ 

MO<i»cr<dui \pr5- , p»rd-'nVn [prob. fr. 'pro- + l„ perdere to destroy 4* E 

-/n — more at PERDITION] <«54) z tx scrum protein that participates in 
destruction of bacteria, neutralization of viruses, and lysis of red blood 

proper fraction n (1674) : a fraction in which the numerator is less or of 
lower deftree than the denominator J . 

lower oe^uuuj _ a n0ud ^ M pzmctitoi bang or 

., ... j-*- _ — -'-ed ia En- 



nxopcr noon n tea, : a noun iaai ocaBn*u» » paruuiuui «n 

triH. does not take a limiting modifier, and is USU- cap*talraed in 
clisb — called also proper It0m« 



fid on gin ft and csp. peculiar to an Individual or thing fa : an ejfect that 
an object has on another object or on the senses c : virtue 3 d:«n 
attribute common to all members of a etass 7 m i ; something pwpod JZT, 
or poseessed; xpedf : a piece of real esUtte b : the exclusive nght to * \h 
possess, enjoy, and dispose of a thing : ownership c '- something to /\ 
which a person h« a legal ritle d : one (as a r^omwrJ under con- 
traci whose work is csp. valuable a : an article or object u«d in a 
play or motion picture except painted scenery and cost nines syn see 
QUALITY — prop-erttyless \*e*las\ odj 

property damno« insurance n (co.1946) : insurance protecuna aealnst 
all Or part of an individual's legal liability for damage done (*S by DIS 

of her automobile) to the property ^of another . 
property rUht n (1903) : a legal nght or interest in or agam&t specific 
property 

property tax n ( 1 808) : a tax levied on real or personal property 
urSphftM VVrE-Jai, -iazh\ n (1951) : an Intracellular form of a bacte- 
riophage in which it ut harmless to the hott. is usu. mtewated into the 
hereditary material of the host. Mid reproduces when thVhost does 
pru-phaac V.flA n [ISV] (lftS4) 1: the initial phase of mitosis m which 
^roroosomcs are conrjensed from 0>c restnag form and I split into 
naircd chromatids 2 : the initial stage of rociosis in which the chro- 
mosome* become visible, hoinolpgous pairs of chromosomes undergo 
synapsis and become shortened and ihtckenod. individual chromo- 
somes become visibly double as paired chromatids, chiosmata occur, 
a^The^mclear niembranc disappeart — compare MAKMEaU; ^wplo. 
TENE. LCTTOTENE, PACHYTFMR. ZVCOTENE — PTO*plwVOC \C0pr6-1a^ik\ 

_* i_ * lu^ur A .av - m.1 ^Im aFm j(m TMP praphc* 

rrophet" 



declaration of divine will and purpose 2: on inspired utterance of a 

prophet 3 ; « prediction of something to come 

nropte^y Vpraf-o-.sTX vb ^ed) sjAnu tME propitaicn. fr. MF proph*- 
s&, fr. bF.fr. prophtck) YtJ\&> 1 J to utter by or as if bv divine 
inspiration 2 • 10 predict with aatmranCc or on the basis of mytrtw 
knowledge 3 : IWlCWE ~ W 1 : to speak as if divinely inspired 2 
j to give in 9 miction in religious matters : "iCaCH 3 : to make a pre- 
diction syn tee FOwrniLL— praph^«sl*r V-gK-^rV n 

prophet %raf-*t\ ft [ME praphclt, it. OF, fr. L P^Pj^ Ok 
propMtis. fr. prv for 4- pftanai to speak — more at FOIL BAN) (I2C) 1 
: one who utters divinely inspired revelations; specif. Q/refi cap : the 

\a\abtit V\ kitten, F table \?r\ further VAasb \s\ace \5\coL cart 
\«<i\0Ut \ch\ chio \c\bet \e\easy \E\fiO \i\hK \«\lce \|\job 
\n\ping\6\go \6\law \oi\boy \m\thirt \lil\the \u\l0« \u\foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ visfon \n. k, ce, £E. ic, tE. '\ sec Ouidc to Pronunciation 
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982 rebound » receptive 



of a rebound in basketball **■» Ft 
Vrc-'baun-dar* 're-„ ri.*y n 



la cause to rebound — re-bound<er 



Vc^bouad VVS-.botad* ri-*V n (1530) 1 » : the action of rebounding 
: RbuOil b : an upward leap or movcmcnl : RECOVERY <a SluttO ~ in 
prices) 2 a : a basketball or hockey puck I hat rebounds b : the act 
or an instance of gaining possession of a basketball rebound Oault ilie 
JcagJc in ~s) 3 : a reaction to setback* frustration, or ens is Con the ~* 
IrOm an unhappy love affair) , . ^ , , ,„ r 

r*bc-zo \ri-*bo-Uz6, -O»0\ n. pi -70S (Sp, shawl, fr. rcboaar to muffle, fr. 
re- (fr. L) ■+• bozo mouth, fr. (assumed) VL Ottcccurn, fr. L bucca cheek 
— more at pock] (1807) ; a long scarf worn chiefly by Mexican women 
rptnTlw^vCWbrandiVTiClSSJS): to rorm secondary branches 
rc-hroad<&st \(')re^r6d-,kast\ rt -cast; -cflsMnj; (1W3) 1 : to broad- 
cast agnin (a radio or television program bcinj! simultaneously received 
from another source) 2 : to repeat (a broadcast) at a later time — 



re-buff \ri-*bdf\ W [MF tvbtif/er. fr. Olt ribuffare to reprimand] (1586) 
: to reject Or criticize Hi&rplV : SNUB — rebuff n 

rc-build \C)reVbild\ vb -buUt VbiliV -baUd-ing vr (101 1) 1 a : to 
make extensive repairs to : reconstruct <~ a war-torn city) b : to 
restore to a previous state (^ inventories) 2 : to make extensive 
changes in : k£mOI>ei (— society) ~ vi : to build ts&in (plan ned to ~ 
after ibe fire) «ynseeMer<t? , , . , 

»rfr*llk* \ri-'byiik\ rt ro-bnked; rc-bufc-ing [ME refaufcen, fr. ONF re 
bukcr] (I4«) 1 a: to criticize sharply : hwwmaNd bj to serve as a 
rebuke to 2 1 to turn back or keep down ; check xya see reprove — 

^rebuke n (1 5c) • an expression of strong disapproval : brpiumawi> 
rebus Vre-bw\ n [L, by thing*, abl, pi, of thing — more at rp.alj 
(1605) : a representation of words or syllable* by pictures nf object* or 
by symbols whose name* resemble the intended words or syllables in 
soundi abo z a riddle made up of such pictures or symbols 



<rMfle-tar* vOfrc-Tcap-chaA n (1 752) 1 a : the act of retaking b i *„ 
instance of being retaken 2 i the retaking of a prize or goods under 
international law 3:& government seizure under law ofeflminta or 
profits beyond a fixed amount 

'recapture w (1799) I a : to capture again b : to experience ajtajn 
<by no effort of the Imagination could she — the ecstasy — Ellen Gijo_ 
gow) 2 : to take (as a portion, of earnings or profits above a fixed 

amount) by law or through negotiations tin Oct law 
recast \(')rb- , kaj;t\ vr -c&st; -cnSt-ing (1603) : lo cast again <"* a gun) 
a piayy, also • kjim<hji*l, h^aSHJON <~s his political image to fit the 
times) — recast Vrc-.kast, OreA n 

•rc»ccdc \ri-«sed\ w rcccd-cd; rc-ccd-intt (L recedes to go back, f r. re- + 
cedert to go — more at cilou] (1605) 1 a : to move back or away 
: withdraw b : to slant backward 2 : to grow less or smaller : ou 

MIS'ISH. DECREASE 

S}H RECEDE. RETREAT. RETROGRADE, RETRACT. HACK mean tO cnove 

backward, recede implies a gradual withdrawing from a forward or 
high fixed point in time or space; RETREAT implies withdrawal from a 



rebut \ri-'bat\ vb re-buM*d; rt-buMing [M£ nbuttm, fr. MF rvboitr, fr, 
re- + bottr to butt — more at butt] vi <i4c) l i to drive or beat ba^ ,j 
REPEL 2 a : to contradict or oppose by formal legal argument, pli 



position; back is used with up. < 
iu any reirui^rade motion, 
ire-cede. V^rS-Sedy v* [re- + cr«V] (1771) : to cede back to a former 
possefLSor 

1 re*ceipt \ri«*s«t\ n [ME nccite, fr. ONF, fr. ML rmpUh p«*' f f - L, 
neuL pi. of rcceptux pp. of reaper* 10 receive] (I4c) I i RECIPE 2 a 
Obf ; kttCOTAClrE b archaic : a revenue office 3 : the act Or process of 
reoerviTig 4 ; somelhinft received — usu. used In pi- 5 t a writing 
acknowledging the receiving of goods or money 

^receipt vt (17*7) 1 : to give a receipt Tor or acknowledge the receipt of 
2: to mark as paid 

receivable \ri-^B-v>.b:>l\ arfj (t*tc) t : capable of being received 2 



or countervailing proof b : to expose the falsity of : refute m __ 
make or furnish an answer or counter proof — • re-bub£a*hie \-*bat.a- 

rebuttal \ri-*fcoi- s i\ n (1830) : the act of rebutting esp. tn a legal suit: 
alxo : argument Of proof that rebuts 

•re-buMer v"bai-4i\ n [AF return, fr, OF rebotcr to rebutl (1540) : the 
' ' 'en dan i in matter of fact to a plaintiffs surrejoinder 



1(1 * W : subject LO.call for payment <notcs ^> 
tack JL ro*celT*ables \-odl2\ n pi (1 917) amounts of money receivable 
ilea,,T\ re*celTe \ri- sev\ vb racefred; re»ccir4nK [ME nceiven, fir. ONF 



answer of a defendant 
ircbuttCT n (1794) : orwthatrahuLs 
nH»Wei-rnince \ri- l kal-sa-tr3n(t>;\ n (1B56) 

trant 



the state of being reealci- 



re»cai<f4ratt<yvtnni-sc\ft(1869): RB^r,crrRAT«icr. 
re-cal-cl-tranC \.trant\ adj [LL recatctiranf-, recalcUrans. prp. of recalct* 
trarc to be stubbornly cUSObedient, fr. L, to kick back, fr. ft- + Cold- 

(ran to kick* fr. coic*. calx bed — more at calkI (1643) 1 : obstl- 
. __ difficult to manage or 



j fr. cafe*, calx bed — more at CALKl ( 1 643) 1 : obsti- 
nately defiant of authority or restraint 2 a : difficult to manage or 
operate b : not responsive to treatment e : RESfSTANT ( ibis subject is 
~» both to observation and to experiment — G. O. SimpsOn) syn See 
UMKtn.V — recalcitrant n 
rc*ca'le9»CCncc \ 1 r9-V&-1cs- a n(t)s\ a [L rccolejccre to prow warm again, 
fr, rr- calescere to grow worm, incbo. of catcre to be warm — more 
at lee} (1873) : an increase in temperature that occurs while cooling 
metal through a range of temperatures in which change in structure 
occurs 

■recall \ri-Tcnl\ vi (1582) 1 S : to tilf bSCk <WSS —ed to active duty) 
b • to bring back to mind <"^j his early years) t : to remind One or 
; aiRrlMlH.fi <a playwright who "*+5 the Elizabethan dramatists) d 
1 RECOLLECT 2 ! CAPC^U nEVOKE 3 : RESTORE REVIVE Syii see RBMEM- 

Dca — rc-caHnbiW-ty \-,fc6-l»**bil.3t-e\ n — re-calUabte Vk6-la-bal\ 
adj — re*caU*cr n 

trfrcali Vri.'kol. 'rt-A n (161 1) 1 : a callto rerurn Ca ~ of workers After 
a layoff) 2 : the right or procedure by which an official may be re- 
moved by vote of the people 3 : remembrance of whut has been 

learned or experienced 4 ; the act of revoking 5 i ft public call by a 
manufacturer for the return of a product that may be defective or con- 
taminated 6 : the ability (an ul an information retrieval aystCtn) lO 
retrieve stored material 

rc<A*rn ier \,rakam- < yaV n [fr. its appearance in a portrait of Mme. 
Recamier by Jacques Louis David] (1938) : a usu. backless cOuch with 
a high curved headrest and low footrest 

' rc*can*a*ll*XB»tion \(J rS-.kan -'l-o-'iii-shanVy n (1953) : the process of 
reuniting an ioterrupteo channel of a bodily tube (as a vas deferens) — ■ 
re-cAH'a*tixc \-k»- > naJ- l lz i -Tcon- 3 !-.!^ vr 

rrant Xri-VantX vb [L recanrore. f r . re. -+• canton to sing — more at 
CHaHT] vt (1535) 1 ; to withdrew or repudiate (a statement or belief) 
formally and publicly : kUNOaJNcS 2i REVOKE ~*viz to make an open 
confession of error syn see abfUre — re«sin*ta4ioti \^e-,kan- l ta-«h9n\ 

■re-cap \*re.Jcop, ri-'V vb re-capped; rewaip-ping [by shortening] (1926) 
: RECaMTULaY£ 



^re-Cap \*r±tep\ n (en. 1933) ; BECaJWJLATIOW 

J recap \0re-*kap\ vt remapped; rescanning (c_ 

moid, and vulcanize a strip of cam eJ back on the buffed and roughened 



surface of the tread of (a worn pneumatic tire) — rc»cap<p&*blc vfcap-*- 
halXddjr 



ip yre*.kap\ n (ca. 1 939) : a recapped tire 
r*«ap>i4a1*tza*Uoa \Ore-Jtap-at- , I^- l za-srian, -«kap>t*l*\ n (1920) 



revision of the ca pi tiij structure of a corporation 
re-cnn-i4al-iEc xCJrc-ncan-flt-n-.Tz* -»kap.r*l*\ vr (I90d) ; to change the 
capital structure of 

rfrcfrpit'irtate \,rc-ka-'picho-JaL\ vb -lat«d; -lathing [LL nxapitulatux. 
pp. OF recapituhtre to restate by heads, 5 tiro up, fr. L re. -H capilulum 
division oF a book] vr (1 570) : to repeal the principal points or stages of 
: SUMMARIZE ^ vi : SUM UP 

re<cft>pibii>bvtion V- 4 pich-»>1a-shan\ n (14c) 1: a concise summary 2 
; the hypothetical occurrence in an individual Organism's development 
of successive stags resembling ibe series Of anccvlral lypctt from which 
It has descended so that the Ontogeny of the iadividUsu is a recapitula- 
tion of the phylogeny of its group 3 : the third section of a sonata 
form 



fr. L rvapere, fr. re- h captnt 10 take — more at heave) vt (14c) 1 : to 
come into possession of : ACQUIRE <~ a gift) 2 a i to act as a recep- 
tacle or container far <the cistern ~? water from Ibe roof) b i to as- 
similate through the mind or senses <~ new ideas} 3 a : to permit to 
enter ■ AuMfT b • WRLCOME, CREET c : to react to in a specified man- 
ner 4 : to accept as authoritative* true* or accurate ; believe S a 
i to support the weight or pressure of : BEaR b ; to take (a mark or 
Impression) from the weight of some thing <some clay ~s dear impres* 

&i0ns> c : ACQUIRE. EXPERIENCE <rece7VM htS early schooling Rt home) 
d : to suffer the hurt or injury of (received a broken nose) vi I : to 
be a recipient 2 ; to be at home to visitors ("•'j on Tuesdays) 3 : to 
convert incoming radio waves into perceptible signals 4 ; to catch or 
Rain possession of a kicked ball in football 

Rbcclvcd Proaunciatioa » (1932) : the pronunciation of Received Stan- 
dard 

Received Standard n (ca. 1911) : the form of English spoken at the 
English public schools, at the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, 

and by many educated Englishmen elsewhere 

re^aiv<er \ri*^e*var^ n ( 1 4c) ; one that receive*; as a : TREASURER b 

(1) : a person appointed to hold in trust and acunrrusler property under 
litigation (2) : a person appointed to settle the affairs of a business 
involving a public interest or to manage a corporation during reorgani- 
zation c : one that receives stolen goods : PENCE d : a vessel to re- 
ceive and contain cases e (I) : the portion of a telegraphic or tele- 
phonic apparatus that convert* the electric currents or waves into 
visible or audible signals; alsoz telephone receiver (2) : an apparatus 
Tor receiving radio or television broadcast*; ulxv i a radio apparatus 
combined with tuner and amplifier on one chassis t (1) : CATCHER 

(2) ; a member Of the offensive team in football eligible to csurb a for- 
ward pass , 

receiver general n, pi rcccrrcrt general (1 5c) : a public officer in charge 
of the treasury (as of Massachttsctts) 

r&cciv-crshlp Xri-te-vw-.shJpX n 05c) 1 : the office or function of a 
receiver 2: the state of being in the hands of a receiver 

receiving blanket n (1926) : a small lightweight blanket used to wrap an 
in ran L (as after bathing) 

receiving end n (1937) ; the position of being a. recipient or esp. a victim 
— - usu. used in the phrase on the receiving end 

receiving line « (1933) : a group of people who stand in a line and indi» 

vidually welcome guents (as at a wedding reception) 
rccen«c7 \^eV?n*-isc\ n (1612) i the quality or state of being recent <the 

eagerness of the people for *— in their news — F. L- Mott) 
rcKCTwion \ri-'scn<han\ n [L rcccruton-. recensto enurncrattoo. fr. re* 
■ eynscre to review, fr. re- + centffn to assess, tax — more at CSNSOrI 

(1818) 1 : & critical revision of a text 2 : a text established by critical 

revision 

recent \4-es-»nt\ odV [M F or Lt MF, fr. L recent*, reeenx akin to Gk 
kainas new] (1533) 1 a ; of or relaxing to a time not long past b 
: having lately come into existence : nuw. wcsm 2 cap : of. relating to. 
or being the present or poat-Pleielocenc geologic epoch — re<eenMtesa 
n 

re*cunt*ry odt (1 333) : during a recent period or time : lately 
re<ep>ta>ele \ri. l xep-ii-kal\ n [L rcccatncutum. fr. rcccptnrc to receive, fr 
receptus, pp. of Fccipcre to receive! (15c) 1 : one that receives and 

contains something ! co^rTAiMmt 2 CNL rtctptaculum. fr. L] a ; the 
. . .. - * " * ' "oral of 



end of the flower stalk upon which the flon 



modified branch hearing sporangia in a cryptogamous plant 3;a 
" * " d Titling thai contains the live paj 



organs are borne b : a 

plant 3 2 a 
parts of the 



mounted female electrical 1 
circuit 

re<ep-Uon \ri-'sep-srwn\ n [ME rswpcton. fr. MF or L; MF reception, fr, 
L receptiann. ffccprio. fr. r^otp/qs. pp.] ( 1 5c) 1 ! the act OT ACTIO n or an 

instance of receiving: as a s RUCf-HT <the ^ of American capital > b 
! admission (his ^ into the church> c: RMPONsfi. RRaCIIOM (the play 
met with a mixed d : the receiving of a radio or television broad- 
cast 2 : a social gathering often far the purpose of extending a formal 
welcome ^ r 

re-cejUfcUViSt \-shf>.)nasl\ n (1901) : one employed to greet callers 
re-cejvtive \ri>'sep-tiv\ adj (1594) 1 : able or inclined to receive; exp 
i open and responsive to ideas, impressions, or suggestions ' 



i \ri^sep-t a r\ « 

. that receives stimul 
i -j c in a plasma memt>» 
iftc chemical group, 
- VrcSses, n 11 



(I5>1) 1 : theac*ion o 
juried place or part 
gfl> b: ALCOva<apM 
/business or procedure o 

wess w(1809) 1 : to i 
recess in 3: iolnterru| 
ti-^fl-sion \ri-'sesh-cn\ 

. WITHDRAWAL 2 : a d 
che end Of a clturch serv 
^HK»Bion ; aryVa- ( ni 

wes-sioa xOrc-'sesh^i 
hack to a former oosses* 

irt^cS^l^'Al \n- r *esh-n. 

^Swonaln(lB67) 1: 
service or program Ji 
iffr'ceswiveAn-Ses-ivS ad 

h I RE1'II"HC. W1THDRA' 
effect when occurring < 
allele <~ genes) b : e. 
the bomorygous condii 

>recfis«ven(1900) 1 : 

pOSseS«nB y grt« or u ^ cc 
reNcbarge \Orc''charj\ v 
gain energy or spint ^ 
the active materials in * 
afresh : renew — rc« 
\(0r5-'ch'ar-j >b t!^ ?^ " 
Of rechaulfcr tO warm 

chavfer — mote at CHa 

■ REHASH r , , 

rc^beat Vri-'chetV n [M t 
IvTF roehater to assemi 
sumed) VL aeeaptarc, t 
capcre to take, receive « 
on a horn to assemble t 
rc-cb£r*cbc Xrt-tsber.'shi 
out. fr. MFrtCrierc/uer 
CHOICE b : EXOTIC RA» 
TENTIOUS, OVF.RBLOWN 
re-cld;Wism Xri-'sid-a-tV 
previous cotiuitioii or 
behavior 

rocid-l.vist \-vast\ « \* 
vare. fr. L recidirtis rec 
to fall — mere at CHAf 
ual crinnn^al — rcc^lvl 

more at RECuVF.jfiaft' 1 
for making something 
formula or procedure 
cess) 

re-eft>i*ent \ri-'sip-c-3rt 
(1558) ! one that recei 

irc-elp*ro*cal Xri-'sip-rt 
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